.".. ._". .
B ..- I’ »
% yé

9 A Historical Background of the Publication of Various Editions of ¢

Al-Ataya al-Nabawiyyah fi’l Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah famously known as

FATAWA RIPAWIYYAH

e 12 Volume Edition - Raza Academy, Bombay (1995)

¢ 30 Volume Edition - Raza Foundation, Lahore (2005)

e 22 Volume Edition - Dar Ahl al-Sunnah, Karachi (2016)
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Mufti Abd al-Qayyiim Hazarvi iz started the work on the revised edition of Al-Ataya al-Nabawiyyah fi
al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah [Fatawa Ridawiyyah].'

Only the first volume of Fatawa Ridawiyyah was published in the lifetime of A’ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Rida
Khan #iizs. After the publication of this volume, A’ala Hazrat continued to receive queries on matters of

sharidh and he would answer them. Copies of some fatawa were retained and some were not.

Here we are talking about the late 1800s and early 1900s in British India. There were no photocopying
machines in those days, and if two copies had to be made, they would be copied by hand by two people.

The original fatwa would be written by A’ala Hazrat himself and if copies were to be made, one or two scribes
among his students would have to write them down. This practice was followed and a number of fatawa were
gathered years after the publication of the first volume as we described above, and the collection of A’ala

Hazrat’s fatawa became bigger.

A’ala Hazrat himself says on one occasion regarding the compilation of his fatawa, that they are in twelve
hefty volumes. In some places, he says seven volumes or eight volumes as well. However, commentators have
noted that when he has said seven or eight, he was referring to the volumes completed at the time of his
comment and A’ala Hazrat lived for many more years and consequently more volumes were added. All in
all, in the course of his blessed life, twelve volumes were gathered, but were not published except one, as

noted earlier.

Many years after A’ala Hazrat had passed into Allah’s Mercy, Hafiz ‘Abd Al-Rauuaf Baliyawi,” a senior scholar
from Jamiah Ashrafiyyah, Mubarakpur, India, took some volumes from Shaykh Mustafa Rida Khan (Mufti

A’azam Hind), 45, and started to work towards having these published.

In those days, publishing books was a long and manual process. Every page had to be calligraphed and then
sent to print [unlike computers used for composing in our time]. It was not easy to find a competent
calligrapher, and when they were found, in the lengthy course of transcribing such big volumes, the work
would be interrupted as one of the scribes would fall ill or travel or a scribe would die. Sometimes, after the
pages were composed it would come to the notice of the organisers that the scribe was a heretic and had

messed with the content and hence had to be rewritten.

This was a laborious process and Hafiz ‘Abd Al-Rauaf Baliyawi and his team spent years to complete a single
volume. Once the pages were transcribed, they had to be proofread and this was not the age of computers,

where mistakes can be corrected instantly. In those days, corrections to hand-written pages was difficult and

! This short essay is based on an informal talk by Mufti Aslam Raza, circulated on social media which was translated by a
brother who wishes to remain anonymous. His translation has been edited for clarity.

2 He is probably among the students of Fafiz e Millat.



made by primitive methods available at that time: one would have to scratch the ink using a blade and apply

whiteners or paste a small patch of paper and write on it.

Anyway, in this manner, many Sunni scholars over a long span of years managed to compile the Fatawa
Ridawiyyah.> Sometimes a monograph [risalah] would be missing and when it was found, it would be added

in the next edition. Thus, the Fatawa was published many decades after the demise of A’ala Hazrat.

Even after the publication of the Fatawa, many monographs remained missing or had been published as
separate volumes and were not included in the Fatawa Ridawiyyah that was published at that time. Even to
this day, many fatawa and monographs of A’ala Hazrat are missing. We know that they were written because

the Imam has himself mentioned it in his fatawa or books. However, they have not been found yet.

This is because the Imam’s fatawa could not be published right away as they were written and a very long
time has now passed. After independence and the creation of Pakistan, people were scattered and
manuscripts could not be preserved. Some scholars migrated to Pakistan and others stayed back in India.
The partition brought with it many issues of its own including the weakening of Indian Muslims in terms of
money, resources, finances etc. Due to these reasons, Sunnis could not organize and publish the Fatawa
Ridawiyyah as it should have been done, and scholars did the best they could do in the circumstances and

resources available to them.

A’ala Hazrat’s son, Mufti A’azam Hind yearned to organize the compilation and publication of Fatawa
Ridawiyyah in an organized and systematic manner. However, he was constrained by resources and time; he
was very busy with his various religious engagements, and he was already in an advanced age and had become

frail. In addition to all this, he was an ascetic and a great man; he did not ask for donations from people.

Even though people used to read, publishing books was an onerous task and it was not very profitable for
publishers. One would have to spend a lot of money and then wait for the books to be sold, which resulted
in years to merely recover the investment, let alone make profits. This was not encouraging for publishers
and hence not many came forward to publish books. Many famous treatises and fatawa of A’ala Hazrat have
now been lost due to these reasons. We know that those works were penned by A’ala Hazrat because he

mentions them repeatedly in his other works.*

3 According to Mawlana Abdu’l Mannan Adzami, the compilation of the first volume was completed in 1327 AH and
published in the lifetime of the author by 1335 AH. The second volume was published nine years later by $adru’sh
Sharidh Mawlana Amjad Ali in 1344 AH from Matbad Ahl e Sunnat in Bareilly. The compilation of the fourth and fifth
volume was started in 1345 AH and completed by 1347 AH [but was not published]. Thereafter, there was no activity
for 29 years. This is between 1347-1376 AH or 1928-1956 CE. For perspective, India gained independence in 1947 and
Pakistan was formed the same year - after partition there was tumult and a long period of recovery and resettlement.
The third volume was published in 1381 AH. The fourth volume was published in 1387 AH. The fifth volume was
published in 1397 AH. The sixth volume was published in 1401 AH. The seventh volume was published in 1407 AH.
The eighth volume was published in 1416 AH. [See the foreword to the ninth volume of the first edition of the older
12-volume edition.].

* Such as Saltanat al-Mustafa fi Malakati Kull al-Wara. Alahazrat speaks highly of this book and recommends looking
it up, but unfortunately it remains missing until now [2020].
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The earliest editions (of various volumes) were hand written by different scribes in different periods of time
and are hence, not consistent in style and format; in many cases, they are not ordered appropriately and
whoever got hold of few fatawa or a monograph would have this transcribed and/or published as and when

they found it. Consequently, there were many discrepancies in formatting and editing.

It should be borne in mind, that up until now, we are talking about the Fatawa Ridawiyyah — whole or partial

volumes transcribed and/or published in India by various people or institutions over a period of many years.

This was eventually published as a set of 12-volumes by Raza Academy, India and the same was published
by Qari Raza-ul-Mustafa from Maktaba Ridawiyyah, Karachi, Pakistan. Those who have seen this edition,
will know what it was like in terms of publishing quality, and the best they could manage at that time by

people in spite of dedicating all their efforts towards this work.

THE NEWER 30-VOLUME EDITION (1990-2005)

In the mid-eighties,” Mufti Abd al-Qayyim Hazarvi @iz, decided to produce a newer edition of the Fatawa
(the date is mentioned in the first volume of the current edition). The aim of this new edition, was to to
reorganise and reformat the fatawa. The fatawa were moved across volumes and based on the structure of
topics appearing in standard books of figh. He also had the fatawa transcribed in Pakistan in a modern hand
with better readability.® In the past, books were printed on the older large size paper; the new edition was

composed on a relatively smaller paper-size commonly used in our time.”

Another thing that he did in this edition was that he undertook the task of cross-referencing [takhrij] and
listing the references mentioned by A’ala Hazrat in his fatawa. Even though the cross-referencing is not one

hundred percent, still a major portion of references — book name, chapter, page number, etc. were included.

Another important contribution of the eminent mufti in this edition was that he also included Urdu
translation of the Arabic and Persian passages mentioned in Fatawa Ridawiyyah by A’ala Hazrat as his proofs
and the basis of his conclusions. Mufti Abd al-Qayyim Hazarvi did not do all this work by himself; he had a
team of scholars with him who worked on the project. Some were assigned the task of overseeing calligraphy,
some worked on the cross-referencing, some were assigned to proofreading, some to editing and formatting,

and some others prepared the translations [of Arabic and Persian passages].

> In the preface to the first volume, it is mentioned that the work on cross-referencing [takhrij] and translation had
already started in 1985. A publishing arm Raza Foundation under the aegis of Jamidh Nizamiyyah of Lahore was
established in March 1988 with the major objective of producing and publishing a cross-referenced, translated and
reformatted edition of Fatawa Ridawiyyah. Hafiz Abd al-Sattar Sayidi says in the preface of the 30" volume dated
Rajab 1426 / August 2005: “The publication of the new edition of Fatawa Ridawiyyah started in Shaban 1410 / March
1990, and in a short span of 15 years thirty volumes have now been successfully published”.

¢ See the end of this article for images from both editions.
7 The new edition is printed on B5 size paper; i.e. 17.6 cm x 25.0 cm.
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The translation of Arabic and Persian content of the first few volumes was done by various scholars.
Thereafter, the responsibility of translation of passages in all of the remaining volumes fell upon my esteemed
teacher, Hafiz Abd al-Sattar Sayidi. In addition to translations, he also supervised transcription and
proofreading. Furthermore, he would make corrections, send them for rewriting and would proof read the

second and third time, until its final correction. After this, the book would be ready for being published.

The life and soul of this entire project was Mufti Abd al-Qayyim Hazarvi of Lahore, Pakistan. He started
this mammoth project and to deliver this, he gathered a team of close associates and senior scholars who

assisted him and completed various tasks in the course of its execution.

The prominent figure of Mufti Abd al-Qayym’s team and their lead editor was Hafiz Abd al-Sattar Sayidi.
This project of 30 volumes could not be completed in the lifetime of Mufti Abd al-Qayytim Hazarvi. He
passed into Allah’s Mercy after the publication of around 20 or so volumes of the current edition (with new
editing and formatting) and the remaining six or seven volumes were yet unpublished. After his demise,’
Hafiz Abd al-Sattar Sayidi took over the reins and led the team towards the completion of the project. The
new edition of Al-Atdya al-Nabawiyyah fi’l Fatawa al-Ridawiyyah in 30-volumes was thus published.

THE LATEST 22-VOLUME EDITION (2016)

The newer edition of Fatawa was indeed a major improvement in its accessibility to the Urdu reading public.
The publication of the Fatawa had by now passed through various phases and was carried admirably by many
researchers, scholars and publishers in its journey so far. But this great work was published in an old style of

writing which is tedious to read and is hence abandoned in the present time.

Books in Urdu, small or big, are all being composed on computers and published with computer typesetting
and modern formatting.” Hence, it was decided that Fatawa Razawiyyah should also be printed in a modern
format. One of the most important features of this edition is that great care has been given to ensure the
accuracy of the text — especially in citations of passages from sources. A number of errors had crept in such
citations of previous editions,'” which have now been removed to a great extent. One hundred additional
fatawa are included in this edition, which are not found in earlier editions. Also, sixteen more monographs

have been included in this new edition.

Dar Ahl al-Sunnah was established on the 15" of January 2006 with the aim of publishing valuable books
of our elders in line with modern demands of quality and style, and present them with cross-references and
well researched texts. The main aim of the organisation is to publish the books of our elders, especially
those of our master and the imam of Ahl al-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad Rida Khan [may Allah’s Mercy be upon

them all] which have gone out of circulation.

$ Mufti Abdu’l Qayyim Hazarvi Qadiri passed away in August 2003.

? Older styles did not have paragraph demarcations and were calligraphed - written by a scribe and then printed by
photo-offset. Numbering, column separation and other modern formats for easier reading were not used.

Y Due to various reasons such as unfamiliarity of the scribes with Arabic script in the manuscripts etc.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LATEST 22-VOLUME EDITION OF FATAWA RIDAWIYYAH

The new 22-volume edition of Fatawa Ridawiyyah published by Idarah Ahl e Sunnat, Karachi has the

following salient features:

>

>

Modern computerised composing (according to international standards).

Extreme care has been taken and immense efforts expended in verification of the text itself and

validation of citations from various sources. Corrections of errors in previous editions.
Referencing and cross-referencing of Qur'anic verses and Hadith of the Prophet .
A detailed index of topics, table of contents.

Demarcation of paragraphs; punctuation marks such as commas, fullstops and numbering of lists

where necessary.
Using parantheses () to identify lengthy passages.

Any notes, additional words, explanations or annotations by our researchers and editors are placed

in square brackets [ ].

We ask Allah taala to keep us steadfast on the Straight Path for the sake of His Beloved ; and keep us

in the service of His religion and make these endeavours the means of salvation in this world and in the

Hereafter; may Allah grant us sincerity and focus.

Amen. For the sake of the Leader of all Messengers . All praise belongs to Allah d&ssz

NOR%#?




SAMPLE PAGES FROM THE OLDER 12-VOLUME EDITION
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SAMPLE PAGES FROM THE NEWER 30-VOLUME EDITION
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